Tafsir Ibn Kathir
Alama Imad ud Din Ibn Kathir
Tafsir ibn Kathir, is a classic Tafsir (commentary of the Qur'an) by Imad ud
Din Ibn Kathir. It is considered to be a summary of the earlier Tafsir al-Tabari. It is
popular because it uses Hadith to explain each verse and chapter of the Qur'an…

Surah Waqi'ah
(The Inevitable)
The Virtues of Surat Al-Waqi`ah
Abu Ishaq reported from Ikrimah from Ibn Abbas that Abu Bakr said,
"O Allah's Messenger! You are becoming gray''
The Messenger replied,
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Hud (Surah 11), Al-Waqi`ah (Surah 56), Al-Mursalat (Surah 77), `Amma
Yatasa'alun (Surah 78) and Idha Ash-Shamsu Kuwwirat (Surah 81) have
made me gray.
At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said, "Hasan Gharib.''

Surah Waqi'ah
(The Inevitable)

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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When the Waqi`ah occurs ,
2.
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There is not, for its occurrence, Kadhibah.
3.
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Bringing low (some), exalting (others).
4.
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When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake.
5.
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And the mountains will be powdered to dust,
6.
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So that they will become floating dust particles.
7.
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And you (all) will be in three groups.
8.
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So those on the right -- how (fortunate) will be those on the right!
9.
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And those on the left -- how (unfortunate) will be those on the left!
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10.

And those foremost will be foremost.
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11.

These will be the nearest (to Allah).
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12.
In the Gardens of Delight.

The Horrors of the Day of Resurrection
Allah says,
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When the Waqi`ah occurs,
Al-Waqi`ah (the occurrence), is one of the names of the Day of
Resurrection, because that Day is real and will surely come.
Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat,
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Then on that Day shall the Waqi`ah occur. (69:15)
Allah the Exalted said,
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There is not, for its occurrence, Kadhibah.
means, when He commands the Day of Resurrection to begin, none
can stop it from happening or prevent it from beginning,
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Answer the call of your Lord before there comes from Allah a Day
which can not be averted. (42:47),
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A questioner asked concerning a torment about to occur -- upon the
disbelievers, which none can avert. (70:1-2),
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And on the Day He will say: "Be!'' -- and it is! His Word is the Truth.
His will be the dominion on the Day when the Trumpet will be blown.
All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. He is the All-Wise, Well Aware.
(6:73)
As for the meaning of
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Muhammad bin Ka`b said: "It will certainly occur,''
while Qatadah said,
"It shall not be discontinued, taken back or aborted."
Allah's statement,
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Bringing low, exalting.
indicates that Al-Waqi`ah lowers some people to the lowest parts of
the Fire, even if they had been mighty in this life. It also elevates
others to the highest grades in the residence of eternal delight, even if
they were weak in this life.
This was said by Al-Hasan, Qatadah and others.
Al-`Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas, /
(    0/
(   1 (Bringing low, exalting),
"It made the near and the far hear it,''
while Ikrimah said,
"It lowered, and thus those who were close heard it, and elevated, and
thus those in the distance heard it.''
Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said similarly.
Allah said,

٤ 
When the earth will be shaken with a terrible shake.
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meaning, it is shaken and moved violently over all of its surface and
through its depths.
Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and others said about Allah's this saying,
"Violently shaken.''
Ar-Rabi` bin Anas said,
"The earth will be shaken with all that is in it, just as a sifter is shaken
with its contents.''
This is like Allah's saying:
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When the earth is shaken with its earthquake. (99:1)
and,
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O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord! Verily, the earthquake of the
Hour is a terrible thing. (22:1)
Allah said:
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And the mountains will be powdered to dust,
meaning, relentlessly pulverized.
This was said by Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah and Qatadah and others.
Ibn Zayd said:
"The mountains will become just like Allah described them,
heap of sand poured out. (73:14)''
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Allah's saying:
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So that they will become floating dust particles.
Abu Ishaq narrated from Al-Harith, from Ali:
"It will become like the rising dust storm that soon fades away leaving
no trace of itself behind.''
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Al-`Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas about Allah's saying:
they will become floating dust particles).
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(So that

"It describes the rising embers from the fire when it is kindled, but
when the embers land, they are extinguished quickly.''
Ikrimah said,
"The floating dust particles that the wind scatters all around,''
while Qatadah said,

mA;
5  !  $ (floating particles),

"Like the dry parts of trees that the wind scatters all about.''
This Ayah is similar to several other Ayat that indicate that the mountains will
be moved from their places, demolished and blown off their bases, becoming
like carded wool on the Day of Resurrection.

Three Categories of People on the Day of Resurrection
Allah's statement,
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And you (all) will be in three groups.
This means that people will be divided into three categories on the Day
of Resurrection.
- Some will on the right of Allah's Throne, and they are those who
were brought forth from Adam's right side. This category will be
given their Books of Records in their right hand and will be taken to
the right side.
As-Suddi explained that they will comprise the majority of the
residents of Paradise.
- Another category is those who will be placed to the left of Allah's
Throne, and they are those who were brought forth from Adam's
left side. This category will be given their Books of Records in their
left hands and will be taken to the left side. They are the residents
of the Fire, may Allah save us from their actions.
- A third category is comprised of those who are the foremost and
nearest before Allah. They are in a better grade and status and
nearer to Allah than those on the right side. They are the chiefs of
those on the right side, because they include the Messengers,
Prophets, true believers and martyrs. They are fewer than those on
the right side;
so Allah said,
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So those on the right -- how will be those on the right! And those on the left - how will be those on the left! And those foremost will be foremost.
Allah divides people into these three groups upon their death, as
indicated by the end of this Surah. Allah mentioned them in His
statement as well,
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Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants whom
We chose. Then of them are some who wrong themselves, and of
them are some who follow a middle course, and of them are some who
are, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds. (35:32)
Muhammad bin Ka`b, Abu Hazrah Ya`qub bin Mujahid said that,

 F! *  #

 F! *  #(And those foremost will be foremost), is about the Prophets, peace be

upon them,

while As-Suddi said that they are the residents of the utmost highs (Ahl Al`Illiyyin, in Paradise).
The meaning of foremost is that they were foremost in performing the acts of
righteousness just as Allah commanded them,
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And march forth in the way to forgiveness from your Lord, and for
Paradise as wide as the heavens and the earth. (3:133)
and,
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Race with one another in hastening towards forgiveness from your
Lord, and Paradise the width whereof is as the width of the heaven
and the earth. (57:21)
Therefore, those who rush to obey Allah in this life and are foremost in
performing acts of righteousness, will be among the foremost believers
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honored in the Hereafter. Verily, the reward is according to the kind of deed,
and as one does, so he is judged.
So Allah said:
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These will be the nearest (to Allah). In the Gardens of Delight.
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A multitude of those will be from the first ones.
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And a few of those will be from the later ones.
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(They will be) on thrones, Mawdunah.
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Reclining thereon, face to face.
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Immortal boys will go around them (serving),
18.
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With cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine,
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Wherefrom neither Yusadda`un nor Yunzifun.
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And with fruit that they may choose.

 
L  _
!    { `|
 ,-&

21.

And with the flesh of fowls that they desire.
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22.

And (there will be) Hur with wide lovely eyes.
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23.
Like preserved pearls.
24.
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A reward for what they used to do.
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No Laghw (evil vain talk) will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech.
26.
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But only the saying of: "Salaman! Salaman!''
The Reward of the Foremost in Faith
Allah states that the foremost of the close believers are a multitude, a crowd among
the earlier generations and a few from the latter generations. There is a difference
over the meaning of the first generations and the later generations. Some said that
the former means earlier (believing) nations, while the later refers to this Ummah.
This was reported from Mujahid and Al-Hasan Al-Basri, in the collection of Ibn Abi
Hatim, and this is the preference of Ibn Jarir. He considered it supported by the
saying of Allah's Messenger:
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We are the later nation, but the foremost on the Day of Resurrection.
Ibn Jarir did not mention any other interpretation nor did he attribute this
view to anyone else. There is another Hadith that could support this meaning.
Imam Abu Muhammad bin Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that
when these Ayat were revealed,
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A multitude of those (foremost) will be from the first ones. And a few of those
will be from the later ones),
this news became hard for the Companions of the Prophet when these
Ayat, were revealed. The Prophet then said,
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I hope that you will comprise a quarter of the residents of Paradise, a
third of the residents of Paradise. Rather, you are a half of the
residents of Paradise, and will have a share in the other half.
Imam Ahmad also recorded this.
However, this opinion that Ibn Jarir chose is questionable, rather it is a
deficient interpretation. This is because this Ummah is the best of all
nations, according to the text of the Qur'an. Therefore, it is not
possible that the foremost believers from earlier nations are more
numerous than those of in this Ummah; the opposite is true.
The latter opinion is the correct one, that,
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multitude of

those will be from the first ones), refers to the earlier generations of
this Ummah, while,
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(And a few of those will be from the

later ones), refers to the latter people of this Ummah.
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that As-Sari bin Yahya said that Al-Hasan recited this
Ayah,
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And those foremost will be foremost. These will be the nearest (to
Allah). In the Gardens of Delight. A multitude of those will be from the
first ones,
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Then he commented,
"A multitude from the earlier generation of this Ummah.''
Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded that Muhammad bin Sirin commented:
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A multitude of those will be from the first ones. And a few of those will
be from the later ones,
"They stated, or hoped that they will all be from this Ummah.''
Therefore, these are the statements of Al-Hasan and Ibn Sirin that
those foremost in faith are all from this Ummah.
There is no doubt that the earlier generations of each nation were better than
the latter generations. In this pretext, this Ayah might include all previous
believing nations. In this regard, it is confirmed in the authentic Hadith
compilations, from more than one route, that the Messenger of Allah said;

  >
  ! 
!  ! [ N K#
 ! !  ! [ N K# >
    ! F#!  !`1
The best people are my generation, then the next generation, then the
next generation....
He also said:
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A group of my Ummah will always remain on the truth and dominant,
unharmed by those who fail to support them and those who defy
them, until the Last Hour begins.
In another narration:
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..until Allah's command comes while they are like this.
This Ummah is more honored than any other Ummah. The foremost
believers of this Ummah are more numerous and hold a higher rank
than those of other nations, due to the status of their religion and
Prophet.
In a Mutawatir Hadith, the Prophet mentioned that seventy thousand
of this Ummah will enter Paradise without reckoning.
In another narration of this Hadith, the Prophet added,
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With each thousand, another seventy thousand.
In yet another narration, he said,
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With every one of them is another seventy thousand.
Allah's statement,
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on Thrones, Mawdunah.
Ibn Abbas said, "Woven with gold.''
Similar was reported from Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa`id bin Jubayr, Zayd
bin Aslam, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others.
Allah said,
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Reclining thereon, face to face.
indicating that they will face each other, and none of them will be in
the back lines,
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Immortal boys will go around them,

who will never grow up, get old or change in shape,
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With cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine,
these cups do not have handles or spouts, while the jugs sometimes
do and sometimes do not. All of them, including the glasses, will
contain wine drawn from a flowing spring, not from containers that
might get empty. Rather, this spring of wine flows freely,
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Wherefrom neither Yusadda`un nor Yunzifun.
meaning, they will never get headaches from this wine nor intoxicated.
Rather, this wine does not affect their minds, even though it has a
strong and tremendously delightful taste.
Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn Abbas:
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"The wine (of this life) has four side-effects,
- it intoxicates,
- gives headaches,
- induces vomiting and
- causes excessive urine.
So Allah mentioned the wine of Paradise free of these characteristics.''
Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa`id bin Jubayr, Atiyah Al-Awfi, Qatadah and As-Suddi
said that Allah's statement,
means,
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(Wherefrom neither Yusadda`un)

"It does not give them a headache.''
While they said that
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(nor will they Yunzifun) means that

"It does not change their sense of reasoning.''
Allah's statement,
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And with fruit that they may choose. And with the flesh of fowls that they
desire.
meaning, whatever fruits they wish for will be distributed among them.
This Ayah is a proof that we are allowed to choose the fruits that we
prefer and wish to eat.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Thabit said that Anas said that the Messenger of
Allah liked dreams. A man might have a dream, so he would ask about him if
he did not know him, and would like to hear the dream if that man was
praised for his good qualities. Once a woman came to him and said,
"O Allah's Messenger! I had a dream that I was taken out of AlMadinah and entered Paradise. I heard noise because of which
Paradise wept. I looked and found so-and-so, so-and-so,' and she
mentioned the names of twelve men whom the Prophet had sent with
a military expedition. They were later brought on (in Paradise, in the
dream) with their wounds still bleeding. It was said, `Take them to the
river Baydakh or -- Baydhakh.' They were taken to that river and
submerged in it and their faces turned as radiant as the full moon.
They were brought a plate made of gold containing green dates. They
ate as much of the green dates they wanted to and whenever they
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turned that plate around, they would eat from the fruit it contained, as
much as they wanted, and I (the woman said) ate with them.''
Later on, that army sent an emissary to convey the news (of the
battle) and he said that so-and-so and so-and-so died, mentioning the
names of the twelve men who were mentioned in the dream. So,
Allah's Messenger called the woman and again asked her to mention
her story, and she did.
This is the narration that Abu Ya`la collected, and Al-Hafiz Ad-Diya'
said,
"This Hadith meets the criteria of Muslim.''
Allah said,
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And with the flesh of fowls that they desire.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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Birds of Paradise are like Bukht camels that graze in the trees of
Paradise.
Abu Bakr commented, "O Allah's Messenger! Surely, these birds must
be wonderful.''
The Messenger said,
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Those who eat them are more wonderful.
and repeated this statement thrice.
The Prophet went on,
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And I hope that you will be among those who eat from them.
Only Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith using this chain of narration.
Allah said;
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And (there will be) Hur with wide lovely eyes.
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Like unto preserved pearls,
indicating that they are just as white and pure fresh pearls.
We mentioned Allah's statement,
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As if they were eggs preserved. (37:49), in Surah As-Saffat, and also
their description in Surah Ar-Rahman.
This is why Allah said afterwards,
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A reward for what they used to do.
meaning, `these delights that We granted them are rewards for the
good deeds that they performed (in this life).'
Allah the Exalted said,
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No Laghw (evil vain talk) will they hear therein, nor any sinful speech. But
only the saying of:
"Salaman (peace,)!
Salaman (peace.)!''
meaning they will not hear foul or unnecessary speech in Paradise.
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Where they shall neither hear harmful speech nor falsehood. (88:11),
meaning, no foul words are uttered therein.


%>El
5  P  (nor any sinful speech), meaning, nor speech that contains
foul words, ;
  
5  P  (But only the saying of: "Salaman (peace!), Salaman
5   5;
Allah said,

(peace!).'', they will greet each other with Salam, just as Allah said in another
Ayah,

  
Z
! !
(  [ ,/ ,-.
Their greeting therein will be: "Salaman (peace!).'' (14:23)
And, as we mentioned, their words will be free from impure and
needless speech.
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27.

And those on the right -- how (fortunate) will be those on the right
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28.

(They will be) among Sidri Makhdud,
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29.
And among Talh Mandud.
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And in shade Mamdud,
31.
And by water flowing constantly,
32.
And fruit in plenty,
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Whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.
34.
And on couches, raised high.
35.
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Verily, We have created them a special creation.
16
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36.
And made them virgins.
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37.
`Urub, Atrab.
38.
For those on the right.
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39.

A multitude of those will be from the first generation.

N  1 t N ; [>
(  ! 

40.

And a multitude of those will be from the later generations.
The Reward of Those on the Right After
Allah mentioned the final destination of those foremost in faith, the nearest to Him,
He next mentioned the end of those on the right, the righteous believers.
Maymun bin Mihran said that those on the right side are lesser in rank than the
foremost in faith.
Allah said,
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And those on the right -- how (fortunate) will be those on the right?
who are those on the right, what is their condition and what will their final
destination be like?
Allah next answers this question by saying,
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(they will be) among Sidr Makhdud.
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Ibn Abbas, Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ibn Al-Ahwas, Qasamah bin Zuhayr, As-Safr bin
Nusayr, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Abdullah bin Kathir, As-Suddi, Abu Hazrah and
several others said,
"The kind without thorns.''
And from Ibn Abbas:
"It is the one that is laden with fruits.''
This is also reported from Ikrimah and Mujahid.
Similar was also said by Qatadah as we mentioned.
So it is the one with a full load of fruits without thorns. So it appears
that both meanings apply here.
The lote tree, of this life is thorny and carries few fruits. In the
Hereafter, it is the opposite; it does not have thorns and carries plenty
of fruit, the weight of which strains its trunk.
Utbah bin Abd As-Sulami said, "I was sitting with Allah's Messenger , when a
Bedouin came and said,
`O Messenger of Allah! Have you heard about the tree that has more
thorns than any other being in Paradise' Meaning the Talh tree.
So Allah's Messenger said:
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For each spot that there was a thorn on it, Allah instead put fruit,
similar to a castrated tight skinned ram, a food having seventy colors,
each different than the other.
Allah's said,
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and among Talh Mandud.
refers to large thorny shrub that used to grow in the area of Hijaz
(Western Arabia).
Mujahid said that

L 0:;

!  (Mandud) means:

"Its fruits are piled on top of each other. Allah is reminding the
Quraysh of these kinds of trees, since they used to like the shade that
the Talh and Sidr provided for them.''
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Sa`id said that
means:
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(Talh Mandud)

"The banana tree.''
And he (Ibn Abi Hatim) said,
"Similar is reported from Ibn Abbas, Abu Hurayrah, Al-Hasan,
`Ikrimah, Qasamah bin Zuhayr, Qatadah and Abu Hazrah. ''
Mujahid and Ibn Zayd said similalry, Ibn Zayd added,
"The people of Yemen call the banana tree, Talh.''
Ibn Jarir mentioned no other explanation for Talh.
Allah said,
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And in shade Mamdud (extended).)
Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said,
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In Paradise, there is a tree that a rider can travel for a hundred years
under its shade but would not be able to pass it. Recite if you will:
(And in shade extended).
Muslim also collected this Hadith.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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There is a tree in Paradise the shade of which a rider would take one
hundred years to pass. Recite if you will: (And in shade extended).
Muslim, Al-Bukhari and Abdur-Razzaq collected this Hadith.
Allah said,
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And by water flowing constantly,
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And fruit in plenty, whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.
indicating that they will have plenty of fruits of various kinds, that
which no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard of and no heart
has ever imagined, as Allah said,

  K#
   %[+ !
  !l!@ S
L
    ! # 5 ? b
   ! O*
5 ,Z&-;
    N; ,:; ! ?
 !  N;  :?
!  KZ$
! 
Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, they will say:
"This is what we were provided with before," and they will be given
things in resemblance. (2:25)
The shape will appear similar, but the taste is different.
In the Two Sahihs, Sidrat Al-Muntaha (the tree in the seventh heaven) is
described as:
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...its leaves were like the ears of elephants and its Nabir fruits
resembled the clay jugs of Hajar.
The Two Sahihs also collected a Hadith from Ibn Abbas, who said,
"The sun was eclipsed and Allah's Messenger led the people in the
Eclipse prayer. They asked, `O Allah's Messenger, we saw you reach
out for something while standing (in prayer), but then you stepped
back.'
He said,


 !    OlK1@
   ; O:;
! )F*
   )@
! ! ,:; )#
  :7
! !    # 
!   :/
!   
5 F:
 <c#
  ! -[+4
I saw Paradise and reached out for a cluster of fruit from it. Had I done
so, you would have kept eating from it for the remainder of the life of
the world.''
Imam Ahmad recorded that Utbah bin Abd As-Sulami said,
"A Bedouin man came to the Messenger of Allah and asked him about
the Hawd and Paradise. The Bedouin asked, `Does Paradise have
fruits?'
The Prophet said,
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Yes, and it also has a tree called Tuba. (He said something more
saying but I could not recall it).
The Bedouin asked, `Does it look like any of the trees that grow in our
area'
The Prophet said,

   U
Gq@
  N; 5 H. O&l
!  ! )  .#
There is nothing resembling it among the trees in your land.
The Prophet then asked him,
Have you traveled to Ash-Sham area?
The Bedouin said: `No.'
The Prophet said,
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It looks like a tree that grows in Ash-Sham area and is called AlJawzah, which stands on one stem but its branches grow all around to
the fullest extent.
The Bedouin asked, `How big is the cluster of its fruits?'
The Prophet said,
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The distance that the crow flies in one month without rest.
The Bedouin asked, `How huge its trunk is?'
The Prophet said,
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If a four-year old she-camel that your family owns travels it, it will not
completely pass its trunk until its shoulders break from old age.
The man asked, `Does it bear grapes?'
The Prophet answered in yes.
The Bedouin asked, `How big are the grapes?'
The Prophet said, Has your father ever slaughtered a ram?
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The Bedouin answered, `Yes,' and the Prophet asked him,
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And then he skinned it and gave the skin to your mother and asked
her to make a hanging bucket out of it.
The Bedouin again said yes and said, `This grape would suffice for me
and my family!'
The Prophet agreed and said,
Yes, and also for the rest of your clan.''
Allah's statement,
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Whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.
The supply of these fruits never runs out, winter or summer. Rather,
they are always available for those who want to eat from them,
forever. Whenever these fruits are desired, they will be available and
easy to grasp by Allah's power.
Qatadah said,
"Nothing will prevent them from reaching out to get these fruits, no
branches, thorns or distance.''
We mentioned a Hadith before that states that whenever someone takes a
fruit in Paradise, another one grows in its place.
Allah said, afterwards:
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And on couches, raised high.
meaning, high, soft and comfortable.
Allah said,
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Verily, We have created them a special
virgins,`Urub, Atrab. For those on the right.

creation.

And

made

them

The Ayat describe the women who will be on the beds and couches,
but since mentioning the beds hints to them, they were not directly
mentioned. For instance, Allah said that Sulayman said,
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When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well-trained
horses of the highest breed. He said, "I did love the good instead of
remembering my Lord,'' till the time was over, and it had hidden in the
veil (of night). (38:31-32)
"it'' (Tawarat) refers to the sun setting, according to the scholars of
Tafsir.
Al-Akhfash said that Ayah, N
 $!  <E&<@
   < (Verily, We have created them),
implied the maidens of Paradise although it did not mention them
directly.
Abu Ubaydah said that they were mentioned before in Allah's statement,
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And Hur (fair females) with wide lovely eyes, like preserved pearls.
Therefore, Allah's statement, N
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We have created them),

meaning, in the other life, after they became old in this life, they were
brought back while virgin, youthful, being delightfully passionate with
their husbands, beautiful, kind and cheerful.
Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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In Paradise, the believer will be given such and such strength for
women.
Anas said, "I asked, `O Allah's Messenger! Will one be able to do
that?'
He said,
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He will be given the strength of a hundred (men).''
At-Tirmidhi also recorded it and said, "Sahih Gharib.''
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Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah was asked,
"O Allah's Messenger! Will we have sexual intercourse with our wives
in Paradise''
He said,

  
Kv
 !  #  
!    S2
  V ; r  Q # I Sf#
The man will be able to have sexual intercourse with a hundred virgins
in one day.
Al-Hafiz Abu Abdullah Al-Maqdisi said,
"In my view, this Hadith meets the criteria of the Sahih, and Allah
knows best.''
Allah's statement,

5 *! ! (`Urub), Sa`id bin Jubayr reported that Ibn Abbas said,

"They are in an infatuated state with their husbands, haven't you ever
seen a she-camel in heat? She is like that.''
Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn Abbas who said,
"The Urub and their husbands are their sweet hearts, and they are
their husbands' sweet hearts.''
Similar was said by Abdullah bin Sarjis, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Abu Al-Aliyah,
Yahya bin Abi Kathir, Atiyah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others.
Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn `Abbas;


5 * l@(Atrab), means

"They will be of one age, thirty-three years old.''
Mujahid said, "Equal (age).''
And in a different narration, "Similar (age)''
Atiyah said, "Comparative.''
Allah said,
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meaning, these women were created, kept or given in marriage to
those on the right. It appears that the meaning here is that they were
created for those on the right side, because Allah said,
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Verily, We have created them a special creation. And made them
virgins. `Urub, Atrab. For those on the right.
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This is the view of Ibn Jarir.
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right), refers to the description that came just before, s%#
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It is possible that Allah's statement,

Atrab. For those on the right. (meaning, in their age).

Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of
Allah said,
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The first group to enter Paradise will be (shining) like the moon when
it is full. The next group will be like the most radiant planet in the sky.
They will not urinate, relieve nature, spit or blow their noses. Their
combs will be of gold and their sweat of musk; and censers of aloes
wood will be used. Their wives will be from Al-Hur Al-`Ayn. Their
shape will be similar to each other, the shape of their father `Adam,
sixty cubits high in the sky.
Allah's statement,
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A multitude of those will be from the first generation. And a multitude of
those will be from the later generations.
means, a multitude of those on the right will come from the earlier
generations and a multitude from the latter generations.
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abdullah bin Mas`ud said,
"We were with the Prophet one night and in the next morning we went
to him and he said,
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Some Prophets and their nations were displayed before me. A Prophet
would pass in front of me with a group of men, and another with three
men, and another with nobody with him.
Qatadah, one of the narrators of the Hadith, then recited this Ayah,
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Is there not among you a single right-minded man, (11:78)
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Until Musa, son of `Imran passed me, with a great crowd from the
Children of Israel.
So he said;
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So, I asked my Lord, "Who is this''
He said, "This is your brother Musa, son of Imran, and those who
followed him among the Children of Israel.''
I said, "O Lord! Where is my Ummah''
Allah said, "Look to your right on the hill,''
and I looked and saw faces of men.
Allah said, "Are you pleased,''
and I said, "I am pleased O Lord!''
Allah said, "Look to the horizon to your left,'' and I saw faces of men.
He again asked, "Are you pleased,''
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and I said, "I am pleased, O Lord!''
He said, "And with them are seventy-thousand who will enter Paradise
without reckoning.''
Ukkashah bin Mihsan from Bani Asad, one of those who participated in
the battle of Badr, said, `O Allah's Messenger! Invoke Allah to make
me one of them.'
The Prophet said,
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O Allah, make him one of them.
Another man said, `O Allah's Messenger, invoke Allah to make me one
of them.'
The Prophet said,
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Ukkashah beat you to it.
Allah's Messenger said,
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Therefore, may I sacrifice my father and mother for you! Try to be
among the seventy (thousands), or among the crowds on the right, or
the crowds that covered the side of the horizon, because I saw large
crowds gathering on that side.
He continued:
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I hope that you will be a fourth of the people of Paradise.
and we said, Allahu Akbar.
He said,
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I hope that you will be a third of the people of Paradise.
and we said, Allahu Akbar.
The Prophet said,
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I hope that you will be half of the people of Paradise,
and we said Allahu Akbar.
Then Allah's Messenger recited this Ayah:
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A multitude of those will be from the first generation. And a
multitude of those will be from the later generations.
We said to each other, `Who are those seventy thousand?'
We then said, `They are those who were born in Islam and did not
associate (anything or anyone in the worship of Allah).'
When what we said reached the Prophet, he said,
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They are the people
- who do not get treated by cauterization themselves,
- do not ask for Ruqyah (get oneself treated by the recitation of
some verses of the Qur`an) and
- do not draw an evil omen from (birds), but put their trust
(only) in their Lord.''
This Hadith has many chains of narration collected in the Sahihs and
other collections of Hadith.

41.
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And those on the left How will be those on the left,
42.
In Samum, and Hamim.
43.
And a shadow from Yahmum,
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Neither Barid nor Karim,
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Verily, before that, they indulged in luxury,
46.
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And were persisting in great sin.
47.
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And they used to say:
"When we die and become dust and bones, shall we then indeed be
resurrected?''
48.
"And also our forefathers?''
49.
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Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times.''
50.
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"All will surely be gathered together for appointed meeting of a known Day.''
51.
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"Then verily, --- you the erring -- ones, the deniers!''
52.
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"You verily, will eat of the trees of Zaqqum.''
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53.

"Then you will fill your bellies therewith,''
54.
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"And drink the Hamim on top of it.''
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55.

"And you will drink (that) like Al-Him!''
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56.

That will be their entertainment on the Day of Recompense!
Those on the Left and Their Recompense
After Allah mentioned the condition of those on the right hand, He then mentioned
the condition of those on the left hand,
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And those on the left How will be those on the left,
meaning, `What is the condition of those on the left,'
then explains His statement, by saying,
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in Samum, means, a fierce hot wind,
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and Hamim. i.e., boiling water,
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And a shadow from Yahmum,
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the shadow of smoke, according to Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Abu Salih,
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.
In a similar statement, Allah said,
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"Depart you to that which you used to deny! Depart you to a shadow
in three columns, neither shady nor of any use against the fierce flame
of the Fire.'' Verily, it throws sparks like fortresses, as if they were
yellow camels or bundles of ropes. Woe that Day to the deniers.
(77:29-34).
Allah said in this Ayah,
meaning, black smoke,
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(And a shadow from Yahmum),
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Neither Barid nor Karim,
means, it neither brings soft, cool breeze nor appears clear.
Al-Hasan and Qatadah commented on Allah's statement,
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(nor Karim),

"Its sight is not pleasant.''
Ad-Dahhak said,
"Every drink that is not fresh, is not Karim (pleasant).
Then, Allah the Exalted stated that they deserve this end,
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Verily, before that, they indulged in luxury,
meaning, in the life of the world, they were enjoying life's pleasures
and satisfying their lusts, all the while ignoring what the Messengers
brought to them,
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And were persisting,
means, they persisted and did not intend to repent,
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in great sin.
in disbelief in Allah and claiming that the idols and rivals were gods
besides Allah.
It means idolatry, according to Ibn Abbas.
This is also the meaning reported from Mujahid, Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak,
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.
Allah said,
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And they used to say: "When we die and become dust and bones, shall we
then indeed be resurrected? And also our forefathers?''
They said this while denying and rejecting the idea that resurrection
will ever occur.
Allah the Exalted said,
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Say:
"(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All will surely be gathered
together for appointed meeting of a known Day.''
meaning, `Say, O Muhammad, that the earlier and latter generations
of the Children of Adam will be gathered for the Day of Resurrection
and none of them will be left out.
Allah the Exalted said:
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That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered together, and that is
a Day when all will be present. And We delay it only for a term fixed.
On the Day when it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave.
Some among them will be wretched and (others) blessed. (11:103105)
He also said here,
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All will surely be gathered together for appointed meeting of a known
Day.
because that time is precisely designated and will not come late, early,
nor increase or decrease.
Allah said,
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Then verily, --- you the erring-ones, the deniers! You verily, will eat of the
trees of Zaqqum. Then you will fill your bellies therewith.
indicating that they will be seized and made to eat from the Zaqqum
tree until their stomachs become full,
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And drink the Hamim on top of it. And you will drink (that) like Al-Him!
Hamim is boiling water, while Al-Him means thirsty camels, according
to Ibn `Abbas, Mujahid, Sa`id bin Jubayr and Ikrimah.
As-Suddi said
"Al-Him is a disease that strikes camels, causing them to feel thirst,
and they drink until they die.''
Therefore, he said, the people of Hell, will never quench their thirst
from drinking Hamim.
Allah, the Exalted, said,
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That will be their entertainment on the Day of Recompense!
`this, what We have described, is their entertainment with their Lord
on the Day of their Reckoning.'
Allah the Exalted said in the case of the believers,

  :; NK#
  f # ! [%

5 Ph! ! < k Y#  )Z:2

!   g!  )<  +  C[Z
 !      
Verily, those who believe and do righteous good deeds, shall have the
Gardens of Al-Firdaws (Paradise) for their entertainment. (18:107),
i.e., hospitality and honor.
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We created you, then why do you believe not?
58.
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Do you not see the semen you emit.
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Is it you who create it, or are We the Creator?
60.
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We have decreed death to you all, and We are not outstripped,
61.
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To transfigure you and create you in (forms) that you know not.
62.
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And indeed, you have already known the first form of creation, why then do you
not remember?
34

Proof that Resurrection will occur
Allah asserts that Resurrection will occur and refutes the misguided atheists who
deny it, those who said,
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(When we die and become dust

and bones, shall we then indeed be resurrected?)

They said this statement in denial and discounting Resurrection.
Allah the Exalted said,
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We created you,
meaning, `We have created you after you were nothing. Therefore, is
not that Who is able to start the creation, more able to bring it back'
Allah's statement,
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then why do you believe not?
`why do you not then believe in Resurrection?'
Then Allah said, while bringing forth evidence that Resurrection occurs,
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Do you not see the semen you emit? Is it you who create it, or are We the
Creator?
meaning, `do you make the semen remain in the wombs and create
life from it therein, stage after stage? Or is Allah the One Who does all
this'?
Allah said,
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We have decreed death to you all,
meaning, `We made death exist between you.'
Ad-Dahhak commented,
"Allah made the residents of the heavens and earth equal with regards
to death.''
Allah said,
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and We are not outstripped,
meaning, `We are never unable,'
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To transfigure you,
meaning, `to change your current shapes, on the Day of Resurrection,'
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and create you in that you know not.
meaning, `out of shapes and forms.'
Allah the Exalted said,
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And indeed, you have already known the first form of creation, why then do
you not remember?
meaning, `you know that Allah has created you after you were
nothing. He created you and gave you hearing, sight and hearts. Will
you not then remember and take heed that He Who is able to create
you in the beginning is more able to bring you back and resurrect you
to life anew?' Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat,
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And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and
this is easier for Him. (30:27),
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Does not man remember that We created him before, while he was
nothing? (19:67),
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Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet behold
he (stands forth) as an open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a
parable, and forgets his own creation.
He says: "Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and
have become dust''
Say: "He will give life to them Who created them for the first time!
And He is the All-Knower of every creation.'' (36:77-79),
and,
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Does man think that he will be left neglected? Was he not a Nutfah of
semen emitted? Then he became an `Alaqah (a clot); then shaped and
fashioned in due proportion. And made of him two sexes, male and
female. Is not He able to give life to the dead? (75:36-40)

63.
Do you not see what you sow?
64.
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Is it you that make it grow, or are We the Grower?
65.
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Were it Our will, We could crumble it to dry pieces, and you would be
Tafakkahun.
66.
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(Saying): "We are indeed Mughramun!''
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67.
"Nay, but we are deprived!''
68.
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Do you not see the water that you drink?
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Is it you who cause it to come down from Al-Muzn, or are We the Cause of it
coming down?
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If We willed, We verily could make it salty; why then do you not give thanks?
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Do you not see the fire which you kindle?
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Is it you who made the tree thereof to grow, or are We the Grower?
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We have made it a Reminder, and an article of use for the Muqwin.
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Then glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.
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Allah's Oneness demonstrated by causing the Plants to grow, sending down the
Rain and creating the Fire that Mankind needs
Allah the Exalted said,
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Do you not see what you sow?
in reference to tilling the earth and planting seeds inside it,
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Is it you that make it grow,
`do you cause these seeds to grow inside the earth,'
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or are We the Grower.
Allah says, `rather it is We Who cause the seeds to remain firmly and
grow inside the earth.'
Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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Do not say, "Zara`tu (I made it grew),'' but say, "Harathtu (I sowed
tilled).''
Abu Hurayrah added, "Have you not heard Allah's statement,
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Do you not see what you sow. Is it you that make it grow, or are We
the Grower''
Allah the Exalted said,
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Were it Our will, We could crumble it to dry pieces,
meaning, `We caused the seeds to grow with Our compassion and
mercy and left them intact inside the earth as mercy for you. If We
will, We would turn them dry before they ripen and get ready to be
harvested,'
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and you would be Tafakkahun.
Allah explained this statement by saying,
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(Saying:) "We are indeed Mughramun! Nay, but we are deprived!''
Allah says, `if We crumble the plants into dry pieces, you would be
wondering regarding what happened, sometimes saying: we are
indeed Mughramun, i.e., ruined.'
Mujahid and Ikrimah said that Mughramun means,
"being the subject of revenge."
Qatadah commented,
"You would say, `We were punished,' sometimes, and, `We were
deprived,' some other times.''
Ikrimah said that `You will be
`You will blame each other (and yourselves),'
According to Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi Tafakkahun' means,
"feel sorrow."
They will be feeling grief for what they spent or for the sins that they
have committed in the past (which cost the destruction of their
plants).
Al-Kisa'i said,
"Tafakkaha is both the synonym and the antonym.''
The Arabs say Tafakkahtu when they mean that they have enjoyed something
or felt grief.
Allah the Exalted said next,

٦٨

 /

 *!  &l K #  ' -@
! ! @

 ! 
ªªª  h!' N ; 
! %-#
! ! h <@ -<@@
40

Do you not see the water that you drink. Is it you who cause it to come down
from Al-Muzn?
meaning clouds, according to Ibn `Abbas, Mujahid and others.
Allah said,
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or are We the Causer of it to come down?
Allah is stating that indeed He is the One Who causes the rain to fall,
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(If We willed, We verily could make it salty;) meaning salty, sour, undrinkable
and unfit for growing plants,
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why then do you not give thanks?
`why do you not appreciate the favor Allah does for you by sending
down the rain fresh, ready to consume,'
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From it you drink and from it (grows) the vegetation on which you
send your cattle to pasture. With it He causes to grow for you the
crops, the olives, the date palms, the grapes, and every kind of fruit.
Verily, in this is indeed an evident proof and a manifest sign for people
who give thought. (16:10-11)
Allah said,
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Do you not see the fire which you kindle.
`and the fire you start with the use of trees,'
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Is it you who made the tree thereof to grow, or are We the Grower?
meaning, `rather We have made kindling fire possible.'
The Arabs had two kinds of trees called Al-Markh and Al-`Afar (that
they used to ignite a fire). When they would rub a green branch from
each of these two trees against each other, sparkles of fire would emit
from them.
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Allah's statement,
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We have made it a Reminder,
According to Mujahid and Qatadah, "of the Hellfire".
Qatadah said, "We were told that the Messenger of Allah said,
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O people, this fire of yours that you kindle, is but one part out of
seventy parts of the fire of Hell.
They said, "O Allah's Messenger! This fire alone is sufficiently hot.''
The Messenger said,
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It was submerged in the water twice so that the Children of `Adam
would be able to benefit from it and draw closer to it.
This narration from Qatadah which is Mursal, was recorded by Imam
Ahmad in his Musnad from Abu Hurayrah, from the Prophet;
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Verily, this fire of yours is one part out of seventy parts of the fire of
Hell. It was struck twice against the sea, otherwise, Allah would not
have made benefit in it for anyone.
Imam Malik also recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that Allah's Messenger said,
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The fire that the Children of Adam kindle is one part out of seventy
parts of the fire of Hell.
They said, "O Allah's Messenger! This fire alone is sufficiently hot.''
He said,

إِ!َ َْ َُْ ََ َْ ٍَِِْ وَِ َ ُْءًا
(The fire of Hell) was made sixty-nine times hotter.
Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith from Malik and Muslim from Abu AzZinad.
Allah's statement,
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and an article of use for the Muqwin.
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Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and An-Nadr bin Arabi said,
"The meaning of Al-Muqwin is travelers.''
This is also what Ibn Jarir chose, and he said,
"From it comes the saying Aqwat Ad-Dar (the house has become
empty), when its people traveled.''
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that here Al-Muqwi means the
hungry.
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Layth bin Abi Sulaym reported that Mujahid said about the Ayah,
(and an article of use for the Muqwin).

"For those who are present at their homes and travelers, for every
kind of food that requires cooking by fire.''
Ibn Abi Najih also reported that Mujahid said,
"For the Muqwin, means, all people who enjoy (eating food cooked by
fire).''
Similar was mentioned from Ikrimah, and this explanation is more general
than the previous, since those who are in their own locale and traveling,
whether rich or poor, all need fire for cooking, heating and lighting
purposes. It is out of Allah's kindness that He has made the quality of
kindling fire in some elements, such as stones, that people can use and
take in the baggage for their journeys. When a traveler needs fire at his
campsite for cooking and heating, he takes out these substances and uses
them to kindle fire. He feels comfort next to the fire and he can use it for
various needs that he has. Allah mentions this favor specifically in the
case of travelers, even though everyone benefits from the fire.
Allah's statement,
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Then glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.
meaning, the One by Whose ability these things opposites were created. He
created the fresh tasty water, and had He willed, He would have created it
salty like seawater. He also created the fire that burns, and made a benefit in
it for the servants, suitable for their livelihood in this life and as a warning
and a punishment for them in the Hereafter.
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Fala! I swear by the Mawaqi` of the stars.
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76.

And verily that is indeed a great oath, if you but know.
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77.

That (this) is indeed an honorable recitation.
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78.
In a Book Maknun.
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Which none touches but the pure ones.
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80.

A revelation from the Lord of all that exists.
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81.

Is it such a talk that you are Mudhinun
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82.

And you make your provision your denial!
Allah swears to the Greatness of the Qur'an
Allaw swears,
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Fala! I swear by the Mawaqi` of the stars.

44

! 
 ! @ /

The usage of La (in Fala) is not an extra character without meaning, as
some of the scholars of Tafsir say. Rather it is used at the beginning of
an oath when the oath is a negation. This is like when A'ishah, may
Allah be pleased with her said, "La by Allah! Allah's Messenger did not
touch any woman's hand at all. So in this way, the meaning is,
"No! I swear by the Mawaqi` of the stars. The matter is not as you
people claim - about the Qur'an - that it is a result of magic or sorcery,
rather it is an Honorable Qur'an.''
Ibn Jarir said,
"Some of the scholars of the Arabic language said that the meaning of,
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I swear) is, `The matter is not as you people have

claimed.'

Then He renews the oath again by saying, `I swear.'''
Mujahid said,
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"The setting positions of the stars in the sky,''
and he said that it refers to the rising and setting positions. This was
said by Al-Hasan, Qatadah and preferred by Ibn Jarir.
Qatadah also said that it means their positions.
Allah said,
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And verily that is indeed a great oath, if you but know.
meaning, `this is a great vow that I -- Allah -- am making; if you
knew the greatness of this vow, you will know the greatness of the
subject of the vow,'
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That (this) is indeed an honorable recitation.
means, verily, this Qur'an that was revealed to Muhammad is a
Glorious Book,

٧٨
In a Book Maknun.
meaning glorious; in a glorious, well-guarded, revered Book.
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Ibn Jarir narrated that Isma`il bin Musa said that Sharik reported from
Hakim, that is Ibn Jubayr, from Sa`id bin Jubayr, from Ibn `Abbas that
about:
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Which none touches but the pure ones.
he said, "The Book that is in heaven.''
Al-`Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas about,
but the pure ones). that
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none touches

`the pure ones' means: "The angels.''
Similar was said by Anas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa`id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak,
Abu Ash-Sha`tha' Jabir bin Zayd, Abu Nahik, As-Suddi, Abdur-Rahman bin
Zayd bin Aslam and others.
Ibn Jarir narrated that Ibn `Abdul-A`la said that Ibn Thawr said that Ma`mar
said from Qatadah about,
ones), that he said,
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none touches but the pure

"None can touch it, with Allah, except the pure ones. However, in this
life, the impure Zoroastrian and the filthy hypocrite touch it.''
And he said,
"In the recitation of Ibn Mas`ud it is,
except by the pure ones).
Abu Al-Aliyah said,
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"It does not refer to you, because you are sinners!''
Ibn Zayd said,
"The Quraysh disbelievers claimed that the devils brought down the
Qur'an. Allah the Exalted stated that only the pure ones touch the
Qur'an, as He said:
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And it is not the Shayatin who have brought it down. Neither would it
suit them nor they can (produce it). Verily, they have been removed
far from hearing it. (26:210-212)''
This saying is a good saying, and does not contradict those before it.
Allah said,
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A revelation from the Lord of all that exists.
meaning this Qur'an is a revelation from the Lord of all that exists, not
as they say that it is magic, sorcery or poetry. Rather it is the truth,
no doubt about it; there is none beyond it of useful truth.
Allah's statement,
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Is it such a talk that you are Mudhinun,
Al-`Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas that Mudhinun means,
"You do not believe in and deny.''
Similar to this was said by Ad-Dahhak, Abu Hazrah and As-Suddi.
Mujahid said,

َن$ُ%ِ( ('ْهMudhinun) means

"You want to fill yourselves with and rely upon.''
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And you make your provision your denial!
some of them said that provision here has the meaning of gratitude,
meaning: you deny without any gratitude.
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas that he recited it as:
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And your show of your gratitude by denying!
Ibn Jarir narrated from Muhammad bin Bashshar, who narrated from
Muhammad bin Ja`far, who narrated from Shu`bah, from Abu Bishr, from
Sa`id bin Jubayr who said that Ibn Abbas said,
"It has never rained upon a people except that some of them became
disbelievers by saying, `Such and such position of a star sent rain!'''
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And Ibn Abbas recited:
gratitude by denying).
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(And you show of your

This chain of narration is Sahih to Ibn Abbas.
In his Muwatta', Malik reported from Salih bin Kaysan, from Ubaydullah bin
Abdullah bin Utbah bin Mas`ud, from Zayd bin Khalid Al-Juhani who said,
"The Prophet led us in the Subh (dawn) prayer at Al-Hudaybiyah after a rainy
night. On completion of the prayer, he faced the congregation and said,
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Do you know what your Lord has said (revealed)?
Those present replied, `Allah and His Messenger know best.'
He said,
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Allah has said,
"During this morning some of my servants remained as true believers
in Me and some became disbelievers. Whoever said that the rain was
due to the blessings and the mercy of Allah, had belief in Me, and he
disbelieves in the stars; and whoever said that it rained because of a
particular star, had no belief in Me, but believes in that star.''
This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i,
all using a chain of narration in which Imam Malik was included.
Qatadah said,
"Al-Hasan used to say, `How evil is that all that some people have
earned for themselves from the Book of Allah, is denying it!'''
Al-Hasan's statement means that such people gained no benefit from
the Book of Allah because they denied it, as Allah said:
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Is it such a talk that you Mudhinun, And you make your provision that
you deny!
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83.

Then why do you not (intervene) when it reaches Al-Hulqum,
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84.

And you at the moment are looking,
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85.

But We are nearer to him than you, but you see not,
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86.

Then why do you not -- if you are not Madinin?
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87.

Return the soul, if you are truthful?
When the Soul reaches the Throat at the Time of Death, it cannot be brought back;
this proves Reckoning shall occur
Allah the Exalted said,
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Then why do you not (intervene) when it reaches,
in reference to the soul,
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Al-Hulqum,
i.e., the throat, at the time of death.
Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat,
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Nay, when (the soul) reaches to the collar bone, and it will be said:
"Who can cure him (and save him from death)''
And he will conclude that it was (the time) of parting (death); And one
leg will be joined with another leg (shrouded). The drive will be on that
Day to your Lord (Allah). (75:26-30)
Allah said here,
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And you at the moment are looking,
at the dying person and witnessing the stupor of death that he is
experiencing,
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But We are nearer to him than you,
with Our angels,
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but you see not.
you cannot see the angels.
Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,
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He is the Irresistible over His servants, and He sends guardians
(angels) over you, until when death approaches one of you, Our
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messengers (angel of death and his assistants) take his soul, and they
never neglect their duty.
Then they are returned to Allah, their true Protector. Surely, for Him is
the judgement and He is the swiftest in taking account. (6:61-62)
Allah's statement,
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Then why do you not -- if you are not Madinin -- return the soul,
means, `Will you not return this soul, that has reached the throat, to
its body as it used to be, if you are exempt from the reckoning and
recompense?'
Sa`id bin Jubayr and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said,
you not -- if you are not Madinin. ..),
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why do

"If you do not believe that you will be reckoned, recompensed,
resurrected and punished, then why do you not return this soul to its
body''
Mujahid said that,
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"if you are not certain.''
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if you are truthful?
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Then, if he be of the Muqarrabin,
89.
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Then Rawh, Rayhan and a Garden of Delights.
90.
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And if he be of those on the right,
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91.

Then Salam (peace) to you from those on the right.
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92.

But if he be of the denying, the erring,

L   N; 6y/
¨
( !!

93.

Then for him is an entertainment with Hamim.
94.
And entry in Hellfire.
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95.

Verily, this! This is an absolute truth with certainty.
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96.

So, glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.
The Condition of People at the Time of Their Death
These are the three types of conditions that people face upon their death.
•

Either they are among the near believers or

•

those below their rank on the right, or

•

those who denied the truth, were led astray from the guidance and were
ignorant about Allah.

Allah said,
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Then if he,
in reference to the dying person,
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be of the Muqarrabun,
who fulfilled the obligations and the recommended acts of worship and
avoided the forbidden and disliked matters and even some of the
allowed,
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then for him Rawh, Rayhan and a Garden of Delights.
Theirs will be Rawh and Rayhan; and the glad tidings of these traits
will be conveyed to them by the angels at the time of death.
We mentioned before the Prophet's Hadith narrated from Al-Bara' in which
the angels of mercy say (to a dying, believing person),
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O good soul in the good body that you inhabited, come to Rawh,
Rayhan and a Lord Who is not angry.
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn Abbas,
"Rawh means rest, and Rayhan means place of rest.''
Mujahid said similarly that Rawh means rest.
Abu Hazrah said that Rawh means: "Rest from the world.''
Sa`id bin Jubayr and As-Suddi said that it means to rejoice.
And from Mujahid,

(  ©  ½(  / (Rawh and Rayhan) means:

"Paradise and delights.''
Qatadah said that Rawh means mercy.
Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and Sa`id bin Jubayr said that Rayhan means provisions.
All of these explanations are correct and similar in meaning. The near
believers who die will earn all of these; mercy, rest, provision, joy, happiness
and good delights,

L   :2
<
!   

(and a Garden of Delights).
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Abu Al-`Aliyah said,
"None of the near believers will depart (this life) until after he is
brought a branch of the Rayhan of Paradise and his soul is captured in
it.''
Muhammad bin Ka`b said,
"Every person who dies will know upon his death if he is among the
people of Paradise or the people of the Fire.''
In the Sahih, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said,
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The souls of the martyrs live in the bodies of green birds flying
wherever they wish in the Gardens of Paradise, and then rest to their
nests in chandeliers hung from the Throne of the Almighty....
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ata' bin As-Sa'ib said,
"The first day I saw Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Layla, I saw an old man
whose hair had become white on his head and beard. He was riding his
donkey and following a funeral. I heard him say, `So-and-so narrated
to me that he heard the Messenger of Allah say,
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He who likes to meet Allah, Allah likes to meet him, and he who hates
to meet Allah, Allah hates to meet him.
The people around him started weeping, and he asked them why they
wept.
They said, `All of us hate death.'
He said,
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It does not mean that. When one dies:
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Then, if he be of the near believers, then for him are Rawh, Rayhan,
and a Garden of Delights.
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and when this good news is conveyed to him, he likes to meet Allah
the Exalted and Most Honored and Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
likes, even more, to meet him,
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But if he be of the denying, the erring, then for him is an
entertainment with Hamim. And entry in Hellfire.

   " G#K*
  F[#  r l  

 " @ OV
 ! o/
    &*
 
 !   F# 
and when this news is conveyed to him, he hates to meet Allah and
Allah hates, even more, to meet him.''
This is the narration that Imam Ahmad collected; and in the Sahih,
there is a Hadith with this meaning collected from A'ishah.
Allah's statement,
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And if he be of those on the right,
means, if he, the dying person, is among those on the right,
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Then Salam (peace) to you from those on the right,
meaning, the angels will deliver the good news to them by saying,
"Peace be upon you,'' i.e., be calm, you will be led to safety, you are
among those on the right, as Ikrimah said, "The angels will greet him
with the Salam and convey to him the news that he is among those on
the right.''
This is a good explanation, and it conforms with Allah's statement,
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Verily, those who say: "Our Lord is Allah.'' and then they stand firm,
on them the angles will descend (at the time of their death) (saying):
"Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which
you have been promised! We have been your friends in the life of this
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world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you shall have (all) that
your souls desire, and therein you shall have (all) for which you ask.
An entertainment from the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.'' (41:30-32).
Allah's statement,
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But if he be of the denying, the erring, then for him is an entertainment with
Hamim (boiling water) and entry in Hellfire.
meaning, if the dying person is one of those who denied the truth, who
were led astray from guidance,
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¨
L   [fl
C2
! 

(And entry in Hellfire). he will reside in Hellfire, which will engulf

him from every direction.
Allah the Exalted said, next,
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Verily, this! This is an absolute truth with certainty.
meaning, this news is the truth; there is no doubt about it, nor escape
from it for anyone,
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So, glorify with praises the Name of your Lord, the Most Great.
Jabir narrated that the Messenger of Allah said,
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He who says, "Glory be to Allah the Magnificent and with His praise!''
then a date tree will be planted for him in Paradise.
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This Hadith was collected by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i;
At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib.''
Al-Bukhari recorded in his book (Sahih) that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(There are) two statements that are light on the tongue, but heavy on
the Balance, and most beloved to Ar-Rahman:
"Glory be to Allah and with His praise, glory be to Allah the
Magnificent.''
The Group, with the exception of Abu Dawud, collected this.
This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Waqi`ah, all praise and thanks are due to
Allah and all the favors come from Him.
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